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Not the least valuable parts of the book are the elaborate and well 
analyzed reports, chiefly statistical, of the hospital registrars, Dr. West 
and Mr. Bowlby. 

C. B. Keetlev. 

Anatomy, Descriptive and Surgical. By Henry Gray, F.R.S., 
Lecturer on Anatomy at St. George’s Hospital, London. Edited 
by T. Pickering Pick, F.R.C.S., Examiner in Anatomy, Royal 
College of Surgeons of England. A new American from the eleventh 
enlarged and improved London edition, thoroughly revised and re- 
edited by William W. Keen, M. D., Professor of Anatomy in the 
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, etc. To which is added 
the second American from the latest English edition of Landmarks, 
Medical and Surgical, by Luther Holden, F.R.C.S. In one im¬ 
perial octavo volume of 1099 pages, with 685 large and elaborate 
engravings on wood. Philadelphia, Lea Brothers cS: Co., 1887. 

The new edition of Gray’s Anatomy affords us a great deal of pleas¬ 
ure. The work has always been a popular one with students, rather 
because of its systematic arrangement and the distinctness of its illus¬ 
trations than trom any distinctively literary merit, however. The text 
was bald and unattractive, and in this respect it compared unfavorably 
with similar works by other English anatomists, but it excelled in its 
pictorial representations. We believe that Dr. Carter has never re¬ 
ceived the portion of the credit properly due him for the success of the 
work. While not possessing the artistic merit of Wandelaar or Bidloo, 
nor the minuteness of Henle, or Cruveilhier, they present the pe¬ 
culiar quality of instructiveness to a remarkable degree. His plan of 
directly lettering the delineations of organs, instead of indicating them 
by references, is so clearly the best possible method that it is surpris¬ 
ing that it has not been universally adopted. The original number of 
engravings has in the present edition been more than doubled by judi¬ 
cious addition from the best work of other artists, and the feature of 
indicating the arteries, veins, nerves and the muscular attachments in 
colors, has been adopted. 

The editorial work in this edition has been extensive and searching. 
A notable improvement consists in the substitution for the Introduction 
of former editions, of two sections on General Anatomy and Reproduc¬ 
tion, respectively, in which each of these subjects has been brought up 
to date. The bones, muscles, joints, vessels and viscera all bear evi¬ 
dence of minute editorial scrutiny, but in the chapters upon the ner- 
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vous system the most extensive alterations have been made. The an¬ 
tiquated nomenclature of Willis for the cranial nerves has at last been 
abandoned for the more practical one of Soemmering. The sections 
upon the brain have been very unsatisfactory, and we were glad to see 
that Dr. Keen has rejected a number of the English cuts, substituting 
more recent and accurate ones for them, and altering the text to cor¬ 
respond. He has also enriched the work by the addition of an en¬ 
tirely new section on cerebral localization and topography. By the 
thorough revision which it has received, the work has been brought 
fully abreast of the times and will, doubtless, continue for many years 
to be the leading text book upon the subject. 

James E. Pilcher. 

Proceedings of the Medical Society of London. Vol. X, 1887. 

Edited by Samuel West, M. D., and Bernard Pitts, M.A., 

F.RC.S. 

To merely enumerate the interesting cases, papers and short ab¬ 
stracts of remarks made in the discussions on them, contained in this 
book would require space equal to about one half the ten pages occu¬ 
pied by the index to it. The medical society meets every week, and 
there are frequently half a dozen cases shown in the same evening. 

T he most important discussion recorded in the volume is that on a 
paper by Mr. Lawson Tait, “On Removal of the Uterine Appen¬ 
dages,” in which, among others, Messrs. Thornton, Doran, Bantock, 
Heywood Smith and Imlach took part. 


C. B. Keetley. 



